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In January, Gazans protested on growing fuel and electricity crisis. For some, this was business as usual in the 

conflict affected Strip, while for some, it illustrated the growing fragility and destabilisation in Gaza. Fragility is 

not a direct cause of active war's only. Gaza is about 5,000 years old and one of the world's oldest cities, known 

as a thriving port in history. Today refugee camps and poverty dominates the 365 km Gaza strip. According to 

the United Nations, 1.5 million people call it home, making Gaza one of the most densely populated areas on the 

planet. As per OCHAs 2016 IDP survey, 1.3 million people are in need of humanitarian assistance.  Gazan's are 

enduring the multiple consequences of repeated armed conflicts for years, but more so they lack freedom of 

movement and are living in an enclosed enclave without adequate access to jobs, energy and critical services. 

Continuous dependency on humanitarian aid, risk of future conflicts, degradation of basic services, growing 

unemployment and lack of large scale reconstruction and development initiatives is causing fragility. The 

situation is exacerbated by the blockade and restrictions posed including from Egypt that has reduced the 

revenue and entry of good and materials in and out of Gaza. Additional restrictions imposed by Israel from April 

2016 on the entry of building materials into the Gaza Strip, have slowed the pace of reconstruction of homes 

destroyed or damaged during the 2014 conflict, and prolonged the vulnerability of more than 10,000 families 

who are still displaced. Lack of reconstruction at scale is leading to instability and fragility in the 365 km strip 

populated by 1.7m people, of which 1.2 are Palestinian refugees and 90% are dependent on humanitarian aid 

and services of United Nations Relief Works agency for refugees (UNRWA).  
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The strip is facing serious threats to destabilization due the following factors: 

1. Slow pace of reconstruction of homes damaged during 2014 conflict: 11,000 homes were completely 

destroyed, while 12500 suffered severe to major damages, making the total number of destroyed and 

heavily damaged houses equal to approximately 23500 houses. As of xxx, xxx houses have been 

rebuilt. The remaining continue to live in damaged properties, rental accommodation or informal or 

host family accommodation. Displacement in Gaza threatens the social fabric and stability of the strip.  

2. Fuel, electricity and water crisis: In January, Gazans protested against electricity shortage. Normally, 

Gaza's power alternates on eight-hour cycles, with generators providing electricity to those that can 

afford it in the down times. It requires 450 MWs for soon approaching 2 million populations. However, 

the Gaza power plant it has been operating half of its capacity. Since late last year, there have been 

only three or four hours of electricity a day in total. Intensification of chronic shortage of fuel and 



electricity has disrupted service provision such as water and sanitation and undermined already 

vulnerable service provision and livelihoods of people. The Gaza Strip is suffering from a humanitarian 

crisis, epitomized by cyclic violence and destruction, the chronic fuel and water crises and the glaring 

absence of any sustainable socio-economic improvements to the distressed economy stated UNRWA 

in it's situation report in January 2017. The mounting frustration, anger and hopelessness of the 

people of Gaza has contributed to an increasing sense of distress and despair. Lack of funding for fuel, 

unpaid bills, restrictions with regards to import of equipment, fuel and spare parts for repairing the 

Gaza power plant and related factors have added new dimensions since late last year to the already 

vulnerable state of service provisions. Untreated and polluted water is life threatening for  

3. Health and medical treatment: Gazan's are desperate for improved access to medical services. Many 

are in need of treatment, that is not available inside the Strip given it's strained medical infrastructure. 

Movement restriction further impacts their living conditions and ability to get treatment. This is 

different to world's other cities where people have freedom of movement. As per WHO's December 

report, of the 2596 applications for permits to Jerusalem in December, only 41.1% were approved, 

marking the lowest rate since 2009.54% have received no response, of which 323 are children. 

UNRWA reports a growing number of residents with psychosocial and mental health disorders. As 

many as one-third of Gaza’s children showed signs of post-traumatic stress disorder even before the 

2014 armed conflict; now even more.  

4. Disconnected economy: Gaza's economy cannot survive without connectivity to the wider world. 

Farmers have lost large tracts of land closer to the border with Israel affecting their livelihoods. 

5. Lack of jobs, particularly for the youth are a serious factor threatening the stability. The city with 

world's highest unemployment rate (43%) is at risk of destabilisation. Unemployed and marginalized 

youth threatens the stability. Its highly educated youth - almost 50 per cent of the population are 

below 17 years of age - do not have the option to travel, to seek education outside Gaza, or to find 

work, anywhere else beyond the perimeter fence and the two tightly-controlled border-checkpoints in 

the north and south of the Gaza Strip. Approximately 100,000 new graduates are jobless, creating 

conditions for further fragility. One resident put is as follows:'' I have no job, electricity, water and a 

house to live in. I am unable to pay my rental bills as my house was damaged during the war. My 3 

sons are unemployed since last few years and cannot seek opportunities outside Gaza''. 
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To prevent Gaza from sliding into a full blown crisis again, the top 8 recommended 

actions are: 

1. Advocate for lifting of blockade and travel restrictions as soon as possible. Advocate for increasing 

permits for those with health concerns on humanitarian grounds. 

2. Prioritize conflict prevention for Gaza at the highest level in line with the call made by the new SG 

Antonio Gueterres call. 



3. Prioritize funding for remaining 48% (5200 houses) caseload of reconstruction of destroyed houses;  

4. Provide funding and technical assistance for addressing the fuel and electricity shortage. Explore 

alternate forms of energy provision and agree on repair and equipment purchase policy 

5. Open up emergency exchange of technical labour, spare parts and equipment required for 

infrastructure repairs 

6. Introduce large scale employment measures both within Gaza as well as enable Gazans to take up 

jobs in agreed schemes in the region and abroad. Introducing measure within Gaza is critical to avoid 

brain drain. 

7. Scale up development assistance alongside humanitarian support and invest in large scale water, 

sanitation, health and education related critical infrastructure support programmes engaging 

communities.  

8. Harnessing of education, learning and innovation: Gaza is full of talent, where a critical mass is well 

educated. The outside world needs to advocate for lifting of travel restrictions to integrate Gazans in 

the global innovation world which continues to grow. Supporting the youth and education mass is 

critical to addressing fragility and stabilisation in Gaza.  
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